Leon Henry Inc. receives corporate Silver Apple award.

Nearly 50 years ago, I started my company in Buffalo, NY.  My idea, then and now, was and is to have two marketers cooperate in promoting their products or services.  What was originally advertising on grocery and drugstore bags soon became in the bag and ultimately became what we now call Insert Media.

Buffalo soon gave way to New York City, as we moved our family to be in the center of the advertising world.  It wasn’t too long before I heard of the 100 Million Club and was a guest and subsequently a member.  I still have the first check I wrote to the club on the Chemical Corn Exchange Bank.  Meetings were held in the Roosevelt Hotel, and it seemed that every meal was the same:  hamburger steak with gravy.

As a young person trying to build a business, the 100 Million Club gave me a haven, introduced me to potential clients and helped me find business friends. Many of whom, like Lee Epstein, I still have today.

Many of you know that the 100 Million Club became the more aptly named Direct Marketing Club of New York.

The club works because of the board’s efforts.  I was on the board and know how hard it was then.  It doesn’t change: reservations, speakers, promotion and all the related activities need people of dedication to see it through so that the members can enjoy the two-hour luncheon.

I found over the years that meeting other professionals at the luncheons broadened my understanding of what I was trying to do.  I went from a single entrepreneur at home to a co-owner (with my wife of 50-plus years, Thelma) employing 30-plus staff members.

When I received a Silver Apple in 1992, I could not believe it.  My peers in the club had felt I was deserving of recognition.  I still cannot believe it, but I have the award, wear the rosette with pride and continue my membership.  While I am not able to attend as many meetings as I would like, I try to have a different young member of our staff come to experience what I have.

Let me point out that without my wife, Thelma, who is not only my partner, mother of our 3 children and 8 grandchildren but also my muse and soul mate, I could not have done what I’ve done.  Most importantly, her job as President and Treasurer is what has kept us in the profit column for the past 50 years.  It pays to be married to the boss.  And we have been married for 52 years.

Ours has always been a family business.  First there was just the two of us operating on a shoestring and out of our home when it was not very fashionable to do so.  Then as time passed and we were able to see that our idea had legs, as they say, we hired and nurtured a small staff in an office space that we quickly outgrew.  Two of the three early members of our staff are still working with us.  The third retired after 30 years.  They brought in their children and their relatives as did later hires many of who are still with us, or if not, are friendly competitors.

Our children grew up, and after graduating from college and grad schools and working in the real world asked to come aboard as our company grew.  Each took on a different role, and one is married to one of our sales executives.  Let me introduce them:  Lynn Henry James, Gail Henry Katz who is married to Joel Katz and Barbara Henry Voudy who runs one of our Florida offices.

Special attention should also be paid to Linda Callahan who starts her 31st year, Jackie Gizzo and Lois Attisani who are nearly there, and Debra Goldstein who heads up our LH Management Division. And of course, Millie MacFarlane, our Bookkeeper and first staff member.

I’d like to take one more minute to say thank you to all of the insert media maven who are here and to the many, many young Turks who are going to take insert media into the next generation.

I had a vision 50 years ago of what we now call a marketing channel as well as a way of business life, both of which I better understand today.  As many of you know, I have contributed extensively to the trade press to grow the insert media story.  And now, I have stated my thoughts in a position paper, which you can access, from our new web site.

I am deeply honored to receive the Corporate Silver Apple for our company.  Thank you.
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